Factors associated with use of general anaesthesia for dental procedures among British children.
Objectives To assess the demographic, socioeconomic, behavioural and clinical factors associated with use of dental general anaesthesia (DGA) among British children.Methods This study used data from 3053 children who participated in the 2013 Children's Dental Health Survey in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Data were collected through parental questionnaires and clinical examinations. The crude and adjusted association of demographic (sex, age, ethnicity and country of residence), socioeconomic (socioeconomic classification and area deprivation), behavioural (age toothbrushing started, age when first went to the dentist, usual reason for dental visit and dental anxiety) and clinical factors (numbers of decayed and filled teeth) with DGA was assessed in logistic regression models.Results The lifetime prevalence of DGA use was 9.1%. Older children and those living in Wales, with higher levels of dental anxiety and more dental fillings, who visited the dentist only when in trouble, and who had parents in routine/manual occupations and parents who never worked have greater odds of reporting having ever used DGA.Conclusion This study shows that family socioeconomic background, usual reason for dental visit and country of residence were associated with DGA use among British children, over and above the effect of child age, dental anxiety and dental status.